
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
Thursday, September 3, 2020 

 
Minutes 

 
Chairman Michael Fasulo called the meeting to order at 6:32 p.m. via Webex teleconference. 
 
Present:  Chairman Michael J. Fasulo, Vice Chair Michael T. DeFeo, Commissioners Robert E. 
Galati, Joseph Miceli and Julie Portfolio; Director of Recreation David A. Lapreay, and Director 
of Public Works Annette Turnquist. 
 
There was a quorum.  
 
MINUTES:   
Motion was made by Commissioner Galati to accept the minutes of the June 4, 2020 meeting; 
seconded by Commissioner Portfolio and carried. 
 
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS:  None. 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS: There is one email which will be discussed 
under the Recreation Director’s report. 
 
REPORT ON RECREATION DEPARTMENT FROM DIRECTOR OF RECREATION:  
Mr. Lapreay said it has been a challenging time due to the pandemic.  We had to cancel several 
things, including Music on the Green and various summer programs.  Once some restrictions 
were lifted we were able to offer some programs.  The pools opened at the end of June with 
limited restrictions to 50 person capacity.  There were a few days where people had to wait to be 
admitted but it worked out.  Mr. Lapreay thanked the Highway/Parks Department for marking 
out the sitting areas around the pools; it was very helpful.  Swim lessons were offered; did some 
water yoga (2 sessions).  Memorial Pool closed as of this past Sunday.  Rec Pool will be open 
until September 13.  During school days it will open at 3:30 but normal hours on the weekends.  
The parks were also utilized for Zumba and Fitness in the grove area with good registration.  We 
will continue until the weather changes.  We had a scaled down theater program for three weeks.  
Kids Series did three shows.  Had Track & Field Camp at the high school for one week in July. 
Held the summer tennis camp and will do a fall tennis program as well as a few more programs 
in the park.  Youth football is doing some conditioning.  We are waiting for guidelines and 
talking with Shane Lockwood and DPH to see how football will proceed.  We will be unable to 
use the school gyms in the winter because of the pandemic.  Hopefully we will do some Zoom 
programs.  SYBA basketball league can’t use the gym and the youth program will most likely be 
shut down. 
 
Mr. Lapreay referred to the email from the youth football league president regarding their cheer 
program.  They are looking to bring in some girls from surrounding communities.  It is self-
supporting, no town money is used.  He does not believe it is an issue but wanted to bring to the 
board for comments.  Normally we don’t allow out of town residents for the youth leagues but 
this is a totally separate group.  Commissioners had no problem with the request.  Mr. Lapreay 
will pass it along. 
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Commissioner Galati made a motion to accept the report of the Director of Recreation, seconded 
by Commissioner DeFeo.  Motion carried. 
 
REPORT ON PARKS DEPARTMENT FROM DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS: 
Mrs. Turnquist reported on some major projects. 
 
Memorial Park.  The playscape contractor was supposed to be on site this week but were delayed 
due to the storms and material coming from California.  They are committed to finishing the 
stone pillars and the Rotary Playscape arch by the end of September.  Ribbon cutting is 
tentatively scheduled for the first week in October. 
 
The concession/restroom building has most of the trim and siding done.  They are working on 
the bathrooms.  Ceiling joists in the garage area have been reinforced.  Site work is underway. 
 
Parks Master Plan.  The tennis and basketball courts are done. They look great.  Concrete pads 
were installed under the bleachers and oversized to allow room for wheelchairs.  We will be 
ordering new bleachers as necessary.  Received a proposal for fence repairs and safety net 
replacement; need to review.   
 
The Rec Park fountain was installed to take care of algae but it is not what we requested.  A new 
larger fountain is expected to come in next week.  The electrician is on vacation but will be back 
next week. 
 
The Memorial Park fountain can be installed by us.  We have the materials.  It is not installed yet 
as it requires some electrical work and the pond is too dry. 
 
We are working through the list of small items – material bins for the parks, sidewalks, etc. 
 
In response to a question, Mrs. Turnquist said the trees at Rec Park are not down yet but will 
probably be done this fiscal year.  Commissioner DeFeo commented that the concrete base under 
the bleachers is really good.  It was reported that 4-5 lights are out at Panthorn Park.  Mrs. 
Turnquist is aware of the situation. 
 
Commissioner DeFeo made a motion to accept the report of the Director of Public Works.  
Motion seconded by Commissioner Portfolio and carried. 
 
REPORT ON PARKS FROM COMISSIONERS: None. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  Turf Field report.  Commissioner DeFeo reported that the field was cleaned 
by the company by the first week in August.  They cleaned all the metal, disinfected.  We have 
three more years.  We’ll get 12 years out of it.  Grooming being done by the Board of Ed and the 
town is really helping.  At some point we will need to think about replacing the field.  We have 
the turf fund.   Chairman Fasulo asked Commissioner DeFeo to keep the board up to date on that. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  None. 
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ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, Commissioner Galati made a motion to 
adjourn; seconded by Commissioner DeFeo and carried.  Meeting adjourned at 6:52 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 


